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Presentation Notes
This is day four of five in the series about Baja California.  What have we covered so far?  Are there any questions? Tomorrow we’ll cover the friendly whales of Baja.


Outline

What are the different types of cave art?
The Great Mural Style of Baja

Visiting the cave art sites

Cowboys of Baja California


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Today’s topic is a little different than the others I’ve covered so far, because it deals more with both ancient and modern human history and culture in Baja California.  Nonetheless, there are connections to the other topics since the ranchers are those charged with the protection and conservation of the natural and historical resources such as the cave paintings and big horn sheep. It also places the subjects of the previous lectures (conservation, the desert, sea turtles) within a broader, more holistic context in close connection with humans. 



Today we’ll cover these 4 topics.


Petroglyphs

Engravings in rock

Unnamed Site, near Santa Rosalia, BCS © D. Valov
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There are numerous sites throughout the peninsula where geometric designs, animals and anthropomorphic figures are engraved in the rock surface.  They may be very deep, or just deep enough to expose the underlying rock, creating a contrast between the surface and deeper rock. Petroglyphs are found throughout the peninsula.


Pictographs

ments (also called paintings)

Made with p

El Palmarito, Cataviiia © Donald Austin

Cueva del Ratén
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Pictographs, also called cave or rock painting or art, are made with paint derived from ground minerals including iron oxide, manganese oxide, plaster (gypsum) and organic binders, such as cactus juice.  They range from simple, geometric shapes, suns and stars to more complex animals and anthropomorphic figures.


Cave Art

e Up to 7500 years old

e \Who created them?
— Indigenous, hunter-gatherer tribes
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The age of the cave paintings is under dispute.  Tests using radiocarbon dating have returned results indicating that some of the paintings may be as old as 7500 years old, but this is being called into question because of possible errors in the methodology.  

Little to nothing is known about the indigenous tribes who created the art. However, anthropologists believe that their art indicates that they were most likely hunter-gatherers who migrated between the coast and the mountains and were distant ancestors of the tribes who were living in Baja at the time of the Spanish Jesuit missionaries’ arrival about 300 years ago.  The exact purpose of the art will never be known but it is supposed that they have a spiritual meaning and/or act to record events or venerate ancestors. 

These commonly occur in caves, crevices or rock overhangs so that they are somewhat protected from the elements


Great Mural Style

Central Baja e,

Over 1200 sites

On grand scale

Anthropomorphic _
figures & animals

Superimposed
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Found in the Sierra de San Borja, Sierra San Francisco and Sierra Guadalupe

Many of the images are superimposed and/or have been retouched, which makes it difficult to accurately date the layers.

Paintings were done near seasonal camps




Sierra de San Borja

Sierra de San Francisco

Sierra de Guadalupe
Los Monos de San Juan
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Some of the typical figures, showing the different styles in the three regions

Bighorn sheep, jackrabbits, turkey vultures, arrows, shamans, “monos”

Mythic figures, ancestors




Cueva Pintada © Harry Crosby
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Note the overlapping, large-scale images, many high up out of reach.


San Gregorio |  © Trudi Angell
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While the paintings were on a grand scale, the size of individual paintings varied from tiny to greater than life-size.


Cueva Pintada © Trudi Angell
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A rocky overhang


San Borjitas (Sierra de Guadalupe)


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Las figuras en este sitio podrían tener hasta 7500 años de edad.


How did they do that?
Scaffolds

Brahea armata Hesperoyucca whipplei © Norman Roberts
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Believed that they used scaffolds to reach the higher parts of the caves. It´s important to remember that the level of an arroyo bed can rise or fall dramatically due to flash flooding.

Lumber from palm tree trunks.  These are native palms

Ropes made from some species of Agave or yucca, such as this yucca common in the Sierra San Francisco


the Sites
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San Borjitas

Cueva del Ratén
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The sites in the Sierra San Francisco are within the Vizcaino Biosphere Reserve and the area is a world heritage site under the UNESCO program



A number of sites are accessible by a fairly easy car trip and a short uphill climb on a developed walkway, or by a hike that is a little bit longer (1 hour or so).



Visitors must first register with the local INAH office, pay a permit fee and contract an approved guide.  Many companies offer tours and will help with the registration process.



Some sites are protected with fences and walkways which make the paintings more accessible while helping to keep people from touching the paintings.


Visiting the Sites

e Mule Trip

Arrival
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Companies like Trudi Angell’s “Saddling South” offer day or multi-day packages where the visitor drives part of the way then takes a mule trip to the art sites.  Following is an example of a multi-day trip to the bottom of Cañon Santa Teresa.

Visitors can also plan their trips directly with guides on-site and register on their own with the local INAH office.


Mule Wrangling and Packing
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All luggage and food must be carried down into the canyon on the backs of the pack animals

Do you all know the difference between a burro and a mule?

The luggage is packed onto a frame.  

Then its time to start riding the mule


We’'re going down where?!?
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After traveling along a plateau or bench, and passing a ranch or two, the group reaches the downhill grade and begins the trip down into the canyon via steep, narrow dirt trails.  Much of the rock is volcanic.  

Hold on tight to the saddle and reins!

You can see other saddles and flattop hills across the canyon.
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At the bottom of the canyon
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Along the way, you pass over slick rock called tepetates.  At the bottom of the canyon, there are pools of water called pozas.

It’s finally time to dismount and setup camp and pitch the tents.


Now we climb back up there?!?
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The campsite is at the bottom of the canyon but Cueva Pintada is back up hill in a huge rock overhang. The trip is somewhat strenuous.


Well worth it...
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Video: Corazón Vaquero  available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gycdok8tHZU

	Segments to show: Rancho San Gregorio, Los rancheros y Los Californios (about 10 minutos total, each one about 3 minutes long).



The Californios were people from Mexico´s interior who arrived in Baja California with the missionaries in the 16th Century (1700´s) to build the missions and work the land around them. Their descendents still live in the area 300 years later, making a living on isolated ranches hours away from civilization. Many of the people in the region are closely related, with surnames like Arce, Villavicencio & Murrillo.  Some of the ranchos are accessible only by mule along old trails made by generations of the Californios. Some of these ranchers are also tour guides and lead trips to see the cave paintings.

There is a list of guides from the various ranches so that each can be assured of a turn working on the mule trips.

A child, a future guide?


Montura and
Armas Polainas
and Teguas


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The tools of the trade for cowboys:  a horse, mule, or burro (for pack animal).

The polainas, or half chaps help to protect from cactus spines and sharp bushes, as well as snake bite.

The armas (a type of chaps) are part of the saddle rather than being worn by the rider.

Las teguas are traditional leather boots made in the old Baja rancho way.

Las espuelas, or spurs, aren’t used much on the animal, but are worked so as to make a little bell-like sound to spur on the animal.
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The women usually stay on the ranches and are the ones to milk the cows or goats, cook the meals and care for the children.  They also embroider table clothes, tortilla cloths and the like as a source of additional income.

When the weather is hot on the ranch, like at this time of the year (summer), everyone sleeps outside and wakes to the sight of the trees and cacti.  There is no electricity for fans or air conditioning.
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Some of the young people of the ranches are remaining and learning the cowboy lifestyle.

Here, brother and sister, ages 21 & 23 have just returned from one of the family ranch settlements higher up in the sierras, where they went to collect figs and tunas from the cactus.  The trip was about 5 hours one way.

Many families have more than one site so that they will change location in different seasons when the browse may be better for the livestock or there is more water available.
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There are many chores to be done.  

riding out to check the water lines that come from about 8 miles farther uphill

bringing water to this ranch site, or to round up the livestock

collecting firewood for the comal (kitchen hearth)
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Here, a visiting water witch is helping the rancheros search for water so that they can dig a pozo, or well.  The water comes from 8 miles uphill and sometimes the burros and mules, who are by no means stupid, will bite through the PVC lines to get the water, thereby saving themselves a long walk to the watering hole. So the water lines are always in need of repair or checking.  This could be a solution if they can find a well.

Here the young boy is showing a branch from an olive tree that was brought up to the ranch.  Branches from local desert trees can also work.
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The Arces seem to be endowed with the gift of song and guitar playing.  Here, Chema, his nephew Loreto and another cousin are enjoying ranchera music around the campfire.


Thanks!
See you In Baja!

This presentation is available at:
www.lasecomujeres.org
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